Aldabra, an amazing sanctuary

n March 10, a group of 11 students,
Onccnmpnnled by four teachers feft Mabe
for o five-day discovery trip to Aldat

The trip 15 a star prize for the E
petition organised by the Ministry
in partmership with other orgoni
primary and secondary schools wh
an effort to promote education for sus
developmenl.

Teachers and students came fror
ent schoals on M and anather twi
the ‘Friends of Vallée de Mi® club fror

The trip is ene which is full of hand:
covery leaming which stargs a5 carly as
some days, due 1o the tide, to late in the evening
when students and teachers accompany the
rangers on turtle racking or monitori

li 15 tully sponsored by the
Foundations, the organisation which m
Seychelles” two world heritage sites — Aldubra
and Vallée de Mai.

Learm more about the tnp through the
Aldabra written by Sonam Tsultrim,
old student of Anse Boilsan secondary
views of the other students,
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Learning to track down tortaises
into eight smaller ehannels wnd within that the largesy
wis Passe Dubois,

The rest of the day had us swimming with the
friendly black tips sharks, It was an experience whick
van never be forgotten. For the aftemoon we did main-
ly smarkeling and with our masks tightly fitted to the
point that [ thought | hid an oetopis stuck to my face
~ we discovered the coral ity of Aldubra. The ;Pmnls
of fishes parad pride and their movements all
synchronised. were those such s sweet lips (4
fype of fish) which seeked refuge under the massive
corals in hopes af ing found but in vain,

Our night |ater:an cankisted of us having to frack
turtles in the pitch black aight which was fitfed with
i but ne heless ahave us lid 0 carpet of
shimmering stars which only seemed 10 illuminate pur
paths. In about twa hours, we spotted ahour 17 furtles
comying up the heach o nest und for the first ime |

iided by the aland’s ming;
visitors” on Aldabea.
There was 50 much o sze, but as the sun was already set
ting, we had fo leave the longing discovery desire for the
xf day, I emust note that | was surprised 1o see $o many
young, devoted and enthuzisstic people working on' of far
sway island. Through the introduction they evenmg, 1
learned that they were mainly graduates from oyr ot sec-
oadary schools and even from the University of Seyehelles.
Sounds e Aldsbra have so tuch 1 offer them in termis-of
profiesaional development, especially in the scientific fisld.
We scttled i for the night with ancther day afready planned
shead of g, Our weary beads would finally be bl to rest

Day 2: The coral empire

M;d.mwm OFT 01 6 10am but for Aldshes that's still
I0mm given its one hour difference compared fo that

Learning that all the fish caught for Island's con-

sumption has to be identified, labelled and

ered most of the island chains us well us it sprotited from the
aztre-crysial [ike waters. Amidst its ronts was-another world

of Mabie. The thyshmic crashing of waves against the shore  — an underwater city. learned (o {dentify where & furle was digging ((s nest
was the soundinack s aur mormngs. | swoke 1o the dawned The island itself was made up of four main islands heing:  Just by smelling wet sand which they throw awa

seaches of Aldabra. Our fmoTiing consisted of 2 boat trip Picard (where we were living), Polymnie, Malabar and a5 they dig deep in the sand. Y
<iuch alomg with it had 84 taking un infinite smount of pho-  Grande Terre or as | called it the ‘tortoise paradise’, The A long day the younger ones still had
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A n was our last day on Aldabea our group also decided
st o lirtle activiey #8 a wiy of saying thank you to (hem
We had dinner with the staff and that wos followed by o cultural
night. All in all they were very Impressed by our litle perfor-
Mmance.

Litfe on Aldabra wos o exciting for us also because the wafll
were mainly young peaple, we coold eanly communicate with, Hut
it was o group of young people devoted and commited (o research
and protect our natural kingdom. Like all the people on the rip,
ihey were so passionate about all the living creatures of the atol|
and to our amazement, even il you hisve come o work on Aldzhr
s n skipper, mechanic or even a cook, the eppartunity for you 1o
develop your professional skills further in séfentifie reseurch such
s diving, data collection and monitoring skills are alie availabie
The opportunity 1o wark alongside qualified selentists, sometimes
from visiting renawned ones, the opportunity (s there and the
young people of the atoll wre making the best of it. They were an
inspiration for all us, and they shared their experiences with so
much pride, T will conelude that Aldabra is being well eared for
and proudly say in capable hunds of young Seychellois.

Although | spent a limited smount 6f time on Aldabro there's
one thing | can say for sure and it's that it was an experience
beyond my imaginarion. It really 1ok me to & new fevel of trying
o understand how nature works in the most magnificent of ways
and truly just how o be one with it For that Aldabra has trufy been
eiched in my beart and yes 1'm proud to say |'ve been there and
what it World of wonder it is that jewel of the Indian Ocean.

Group photo with mmdflhl staff

Shark encounters

food chain end ecosystem.

Aldabr is ane of the best spots to show how these feared crea-

thim

Far the group af s

tures can come 50 close 1o peaple withait biting
every little free tme they | .

l{ I o R
‘the wondierful black tips sharks, about 40 of thesm for most of e

Most of the kids® free time was spent with the
sharks

time, Though there were two or thres who were a hit
resistant io get in the ‘sharky” weters, in Tess than an
hour on their first day, they were all excitedly summing
among these beautiful friendly creatures. Read their
views:

My encounter with sharks was not what 25 | expected.
The black tip kept swimming sround me when | entered
the water, and [ got so excited. | couldn’s beliove |
tpughed the 1ail of onc of the black tips

Name: Adnan Nocl, English Biver school

When the first time | saw them swimming nsar | was
scared but then | got use:io it | went to swim with them.
I 1ouched a lot of sharks. They were really friendly
When | am around them [ 4m so happy, but sad to lesve
them. | know thot T was going to miss them. | jove yoo
black tips!

Name: Peari Faure, Anse Royale school

I encountered sharks up close a1 the sentlement beach
when Twas swimming. At first |'was afmid of them, b
the teacher told us the sharks were friendly

The black tip-reef sharks swam calmly past me. | even
ol o m_giﬁl therr tuls, Thewr mils felt very smooth 2nd
they are very beautiful crestures.

Name: Montik Choppy, Enslish River school

| really wanted to swimewith the sharks oo Aldshr So
when the teacher said we could swim with shark |
fished 1o the sea. It-was seary at first but then | got e
1o them. The sharks sre very friendly. It was very fum,
exciting and very coel.

Name: Neil Commenant, Bel Ombre school

Never.would | have ever imagmed such an spex prede-
tor 15 turm: out so foendly.  Such an experience has
changed my whele perccption ahout these creanm=s and
11 makes me wantto really understand them bemar
Name: Sonam, Tsultnm, Anse Botleau school

The shark on Aldsbra is not always like | bave hesd
people tilking about. On-Aldabr [ have swom with the
sharks. | wus scared a1 first but then 1 did it every day
thiat | was there.

Name: Jessica Farabeay Prashn school

1 noticed a-couple of black fips. poing throwugh e s, 1
Put my feet mthe water, s00n enoueh = couple of nifers
joined me affer about 1S minutes & group of over 30
sharks tad-gathered around us. 1 g0t my camer sad
Name: Nosh Jean-Lous, Beau Vallon school
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A poem by one of the
students, Monik ChOI’JFF'
of English River schoo

A golden sanctuary
A coral empire

A bird paradise

A natural laboratory

Pl
A place whiere birds are free

A place where turiles are safe

A place whers marine fife is in 2b

Aldabra

| promise 1o preserve you
1 vow to defend you
 guarsnies 1 bé your ambassador
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