rhe Vallee de Mai

The Vallée de Mai welcomed over 83,000 visitors
last year alone and is the most visited natural site in
Seychelles. Under the management of Seychelles
Islands Foundation (SIF) since 1989, the Vallée de
Mai became a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1983.
Famed for the opportunity to see the towering Coco
de Mer and the enigmatic Seychelles Black Parrot,
the Vallée de Mai offers a distinctive and world class
experience. Butwhatis it that attracts an increasing
number of visitors and makes this place so special?
We spoke to SIF Visitor Management Coordinator Ms
Evadney Lafortune to find out.
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The Vallée de Mai has welcomed many distinguished guests
including H.R.H Prince Edward

| think that visitors are amazed by the beauty of
this World Heritage Site and the diversity of life that
is found here. The Vallée de Mai offers a unigue
opportunity to see the endangered Coco de Mer in
its natural state, this is not something that can be
replicated anywhere else!

THERE MUST HAVE BEEN SOME CHANGES DURING
THE TIME YOU HAVE WORKED AT THE VALLEE DE
MAI, INCLUDING THE RE-DEVELOPMENT OF THE
VISITOR CENTRE.

Yes this is true. When | first started working here

in 1990, there was only a small shelter to welcome
visitors. Since it's redevelopment in 2009 we now have
an excellent visitor centre with a cafe, souvenir shop,
bathroom facilities and an education and information
centre. We also have a small part of the forest
accessible by wheelchairs. | think the expansion of
these facilities and improvement in customer service
has really enriched the experience for our visitors and
firmly placed us as world class tourist attraction.
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PAVE YOU GOT ANY TIPS OR ADVICE FOR PEOPLE
\/ISITING THE VALLEE DE MAR? 8

7o make the most out of any visit to the Vallée da Mai
-51’1011":' certainly take a free guided tour with one of Yﬂ;
visitor attendants. These tours are available twice 3 g:f 'Fd
rovide a much more detailed insight into the forest aydaﬂ
{the.plants and animals you will find there. Afterwards :

will still have time to explore the forest for yourself an?not;
\with the knowledge you have gained on the toﬁr. : o

the important thing to remember
Mai is a place that everyone canen]
irrespective of where they come

oy and appreciate,
from or their age.

-Yt_nu can also download our electronic quide far the Vallée
de Mai which is available in the iTunes store or on Google
Play. This guide is an excellent accompaniment both =
‘before and during your visit to the Vallée de Mal and gives
i_nformation on the wildlife you can expect to encounter .
and the facilities available,
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