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The Aldabra group comprises a distinct and
isolated group of coral islands: Aldabra itsell
is the world’s largest raised coral atoll some 35
Kilometres long by 14 lilometres wide, with a
votal lind area of arpund 140 square kilometres.
Tts ggogrnphifﬂl jsolarion, rough terrain and
scarcity of freshwater have deterred large human
populations from seftling. As a result, Aldabra
is significantly less disturbed thian otheratolls
worldwide: It remains as an outstanding example
ofa coral atoll and, in 1982, gained World
Heritage Status from UNESCO,
Theatoll is  refuge for many endangered
and unigue species and is considered to be
a biodiversity hotspot and one of the world’s
remaining natural wonders. Few people have ever
been there, and even fewer have spent more than
acouple of howrs at this wild and beautiful atoll
Aldabra’s extraordinary terrain is rugged and
extrernely harsh. It consists mainly of fossilised
coral reefs-and mushroom shaped rocks called
“champignon’, eroded to form a brittle and
dangerously sharp rock. Pave, a rough limestone,
and platin, a flatter limestone, are also found on
Aldabra and together, they form a rough ring
around the central lagoon. The average height
above sea level is only eight metres, which is
» very low considering Aldabras vast size. This
ring is formed of four main islands (Picard,
Grande Terre, Polymnie, Malabar) and many
smaller islets. The only permanent human
scttlement is on Picard Island.
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TREASURED TERRITORY

» The atoll also
hosts one of the
largest populations

of the world’s biggest

terrestrial arthropod,
the coconut crab. «

breeding colony of greater flamingos. Aldabra is
also a turtle mecca, with an increasing number
of turtles laying eggs on the beaches annually.
The atoll also hosts one of the largest populations
of the world's biggest terrestrial arthrapod, the
coconut crab. Other animals and birds found on
Aldabra include calourful geckos, fruitbats, land
birds, shorebirds and insects, many of which are
endemic to the atoll

The only human inhabitants on Aldabra are
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The management of this site has an

interesting history. Aldabra is now under the
management and pratection of the SIF 4 public
trust established in 1979. SIFS initial mandate
was o conserve and continue ecological research
at Aldabra, This came about following a narrowly
averted ecological disaster-in the 19605 when
plans were revealed, amidst great controversy, for
Aldabra to be developed as a British/American




» In 1976, Aldabra
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military base. An international outery ensued,

led by British scientist Professor David Stoddart,

Finally, after five vears of efforts, the military
base plans were aborted and the stewar dship

of theatoll was passed to the Royal Society of
Landon, who initiated a long-term research
programme. It was Diego Garcia that ultimately
toak Aldabra’s place as the site for the Western
Indian Ocean military base.

In 1976, Aldabra was returned to Sevchelles
and immediately granted the highest level of
protection by the Seychelles government, which
also soan established SIF as the responsible
management authority, In 1982, Aldabra was
inscribed on the UNESCO Waorld Herit

age
list. Inscription of the

Vallée de Mai on Praslin
Island ontg the UNESCO list quickly fallowed

in 1983, [t wasn't until 1989 that a new and
n, when SIF

unigue twinning arrangement b
was also granted management of the Vallee de
Mai. Aldabra, at over 1,000 kilometres away
from Mahé with no infrastructure or permanent
human population, had always been a challenge
1o run and finance, The Vallée de Mai, which
soon became the most popular visitor attraction
in Seychelles, was in a position to supply the
finances to keep both sites operating. This
management and financial arrangement has
worked for nearly 25 years and continues
to provide the foundation for all of SIF's
aperational work at the two sites.

Aldabraisa refuge for many species
and its extraordinary ecosystem is a place
unlikeany other. Thankfully, it has received
the protection it deserves. This fragile island
isindeed a land beyond imagination and a
privilege for all who visii, £
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